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tell you that he gives you carte blanche to end the
negotiations favourably, save the capital, and
avoid a battle which would be the last hope of the
nation." Now on the contrary it was he who de-
layed the negotiations for peace, much to the
disgust of Schwarzenberg. All Napoleon's old
prestige seemed to have been regained; and the
town of Troyes, which had received him coldly
enough on his previous visit, now outdid itself in
making him welcome.

Never [writes a Frenchman1], not even after the
triumphant returns from Austerlite and Jena, had the
acclamations been more full, more sincere, more ardent
Scarcely could the Emperor make his way through
the crowd; people struggled to hug his boots and to
kiss his hands.

And when in Paris, the trains of prisoners from
Bliicher's army, thousands at a time, were marched
down the Rue de la Paix and through the Place
Venddme amid cries of "Long live the Emperor!>f
it must indeed have seemed as though the good
old days had returned.

Schwarzenberg trembled. Upheld by the Tsar
Alexander he sent an urgent demand to Blticher to
join his forces to those of the main army; and
Blucher, with only two days of rest after his terrible
experiences, was already on the march by the i8th
of February. On the igth Schwarzenberg sent

1 Houssaye.